
Annunciation Parish - Scripture Study 3/9/21 

—-Greeting and Opening Prayer 

Any thoughts or questions from scripture passages you have read? 
- Other faith questions? 

READINGS: 
2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23 
PS 137:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6 (Let my tongue be silenced, if I ever forget you!) 
Eph 2:4-10 
Jn 3:14-21 

GOSPEL: 
• Son of Man must be lifted us as the serpent in the desert. 

• If they was not Lent we would have this story as the first reading.  In lent a different system is 
used then the standard linking of first and Gospel. 

• What is the story Jesus is referring to? (Numbers 21:4-9) 
• What is the connection between the serpent and himself that Jesus is trying to make? 
• The Son is sent so that people will not perish, but will have eternal life 

•  But what is required for this eternal life? 
• God comes, presumably to judge and condemn (which would be just) - but offered a hand of 

salvation instead.  How do we respond to that gracious gift? 
• People preferring darkness to light - similar to people in the desert in Numbers. 
• Coming towards the light brings with it the promise of salvation … but what else does stepping 

into the light bring that is not so comfortable? 

FIRST READING: 
• How is the time spoken of in this reading similar to ours? 
• God tries to bring us back?  How do we respond? 
• There were consequences to pushing God away; there are consequences to pulling yourself out 

from under the protection of God. 
• But God comes and provides a renewal.  God brings through the secular powers a restoration 

even - could that happen in our time? 
• The temple will be rebuilt, but people have to go up to it.  Do you think the people who had been 

so far from God’s ways would go back?  Why would they or would not?  How do you think the 
people of our time would respond to such an opportunity? 
• Is it already being offered in some form? 

SECOND READING: 
• God’s mercy is so great that when we were dead IN OUR TRANSGRESSIONS God brought us 

to life in Jesus. 
• It is God’s grace that saves us.  It is a gift (since we do not deserve it or could possibly earn it) 
• God made us to participate in good works, and God has prepared a place for us - in love 

anticipating that we would accept. 

—-Closing Prayer 


